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Please read and sign the PRE-INSTALLATION Checklist before proceeding. Please review the installation with the 
homeowner to ensure that they have full understanding of the document. 
  Assure the Homeowner or Customer is present and has approved the planks that are laid out to be installed. 

  Sample Boards may not always match the material please have homeowners approve material before installing. 

Installation Instructions Tongue & Groove

These installation instructions are for Oiled & UV Urethane Finish

Attention! Read Before Installing!

local dealer. All installation instructions must be followed for warranties to be considered valid. Pre-inspect the job site prior 

Installation options - Staple with glue assist or full spread glue. For Radiant Heat installation please refer to page 13.

OWNER/INSTALLER RESPONSIBILITY

•

replacement through the dealer.
•

Contractor.
•

•

•

•
whichever is less. Open boxes

exceeding this amount will not be eligible for return.
•

splinters are not covered under the warranty. 

Sample Display Board, room scenes and images are intended as visual guidelines and may not be a full representation 
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GRADING STANDARDS

General Rules:

Grade unless properly dried. 

Grading Rules:

Storage and Handling

and weather tight with doors and windows installed. The wall coverings should be in place and all painting completed–

Climate Control

conditions must be in place and remain in place until permanent climate control is operational.

Install Flooring Last

Color Variation

several cartons and do not install boards varying greatly in color next to one another. Dry rack the material with 3-4 cartons 

Acclimation
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important precaution to take in order to ensure a successful installation. Proper acclimation is necessary to adapt the 

installation.

Sub-Floor Preparation

premature damage.

ASSOCIATION.

FLOORING MATERIAL SHOULD BE INSPECTED PRIOR TO INSTALLATION

replacement in a timely fashion.

PRE-INSTALLATION JOB SITE REQUIREMENTS

• 

• Flooring should be one of the last items installed in any new construction or remodel project. All work involving water or 

• 

• 

PRE-INSTALLATION SUB-FLOOR REQUIREMENTS

• 

• Structurally sound
• 
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• 
• 

• 

low spots with a Portland leveling compound. All concrete should be tested for moisture prior to installation using the 

• 
that measures dry today may become moist in the future due to rising groundwater. Installing a moisture barrier now 

site related moisture issues. 

INSTALLATION TOOLS

BEFORE STARTING YOUR INSTALLATION
• 

• 
• This space will be covered up once you reapply base moldings around the room. Use wood or plastic spacers during installation 

to maintain expansion space. 
• 

meet those expectations.
• Begin installation next to an outside wall. This is usually the straightest and best reference for establishing a straight working 

• Tape measure
• 
• Pencil
• Pry bar or pull bar
• Chalk line
• 
• Crosscut power saw
•  

• 
• For Oil Finish Floors please use adhesives that are 

compatible and easy to clean such as Bostik Green Force 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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a random length and use it to start the next row. Always begin each row from the same side of the room. To draw planks 

EXTERIOR CHECKS

•
•

NOTE: Proper drainage away from the structure is absolutely critical to ensure 

the lot and prevent it from coming in contact with the foundation.

CRAWL SPACE VENTILATION

•

•

•

the crawlspace humidity within proper norms. This is more likely in high humidity areas.

• Ensure that clothes driers are properly vented to the outside of the foundation. 

NOTE:

BASEMENT MOISTURE & HUMIDITY CONTROL 

• Basements should be completely weather tight and have proper drainage away from the foundation walls in place to ensure 
that the basement remains dry. 

•
should be properly sealed.

•
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• Humidity control of the basement is vital to help control mold and prevent 

• Basement walls should be inspected for cracks and excessive moisture 
content.

• Drains must be placed at basement windows.
• Direct sprinklers and irrigation systems away from the foundation. 

Sprinklers spraying the foundation edge can lead to moisture intrusion into 
structure. Drip irrigation systems for plant beds are recommended.

SUB FLOOR MOISTURE TESTING CONCRETE

•
does not warrant against moisture related issues or related damage 

NOTE

an adhesive system that includes moisture abatement properties is prudent.

•
directions closely to ensure compliance and full warranty coverage. Proper spread rate and coverage are very important. 

ensure proper application thickness.
•

•

NWFA & INDUSTRY STANDARDS

CALCIUM CHLORIDE: ASTM F1869

follow the instructions in the test kit to ensure that you get accurate results.

NOTE:
directions for the moisture abatement system they recommend.
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HUMIDITY PROBE & DIGITAL METER: ASTM F2170

cables can cause serious structural damage and potential fatalities.

SUB FLOOR PREPARATION: CONCRETE

NOTE: Some adhesive systems have primers and adhesives that are suitable for use over gypcrete or lightweight 

solvents can prevent the satisfactory bonding of the vapor barrier and adhesive systems. It is important to ensure a long-

FOLLOW ALL ADHESIVE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

NOTE

NOTE

NOTE

CAUTION: ASBESTOS

CLEAN THE SUB FLOOR

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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SUB FLOOR PREPARATION: WOOD

•

•

•
must be countersunk.

•

•
•
•

JOIST CROSS-BRACING

•

proper tolerance.
•

DIRECTION OF INSTALLATION IN RELATION TO JOIST DIRECTION.

DOUBLE LAYER SUB FLOORS

•

•

necessary.
•
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EXISTING WOOD FLOOR –ON WOOD SUB FLOOR

CEMENTITIOUS PATCH - WOOD SUB FLOOR

Acclimation

typically be experienced once the structure is occupied and stable indoor climate control is exercised.

NORMAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS MUST BE MET TO ENSURE OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE

Heating and ventilating systems are designed and working to maintain an interior relative humidity level between 40% and 

maintained at the same humidity range.

ACCLIMATION OF ENGINEERED PRODUCTS

• 

• 
• 

• 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

warranty coverage.

GLUE DOWN INSTALLATION

• Testing and documenting moisture content prior to installation
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

weight on them until adhesive cures enough to hold them down.

NAIL DOWN (WITH GLUE ASSIST) INSTALLATION: 

Installation Tools
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are intended to activate the nail gun. Striking the edge of the plank 

edge of the planks.
Proper placement of fasteners is critical to the performance of 

damage can telegraph to the surface. Care must be taken not to 
damage the edge of the plank with mallets or the edge of the nail 

Air Pressure Settings

Glue Assist

the diagram.

STEPS FOR NAIL/STAPLE & GLUE INSTALLATIONS

the longest unbroken wall in the room.

the wall through the marks.

time as necessary.
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complete.
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INSTALLATION OVER RADIANT HEAT

Approved Radiant Heat Type
• Hydronic radiant heat systems only

Installation Methods
• 
• Glue Down Installation

• 
• 

strength of 3000 PSI.

Underlayment Recommendation
• Cork

• Aluminum Hangers
• Channel Aluminum Board
• Sleeper Systems
• 

PSI compressive strength
• 

• 

Heating Control Requirements
Radiant heat installations must have a heat control system that helps maintain a constant baseline temperature and 

Radiant Heating System Acclimation Process

Preparing for Installation

heating systems create a dry heat that can lower interior humidity levels. HF Design LLC recommends adding a separate 

☐ Hydronic Radiant Heat System
☐ Engineered Oak Product
☐ 

☐ Exterior Thermostat Installed
☐ Sensor Attached to Heating Unit
☐ Radiant Heat Acclimation Completed

☐
☐ Radiant Heating System 
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Starting Installation

IMPORTANT!

Finishing the Job

cover the expansion space. Install transition pieces such as reducer strips and T-moldings as needed. Clean and remove all

Protection During Construction or Remodeling

IMPORTANT!

not use a wet cloth or wet mopping to remove drywall dust as doing so will create a pasty residue that will damage the factory 

IMPORTANT!
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AFTER INSTALLATION

•

•
space.

•
•
•

LOW MOISTURE / HIGH MOISTURE WARNING SYSTEM

in control of the indoor environment. It is like a check engine light that can warn of pending trouble. 

DO NOT USE BLUE TAPE OR OTHER TAPES FOR OILED FINISHED FLOORS.

PROTECTION AND MAINTENANCE OF YOUR FLOOR

and relative humidity will minimize the visible effects of normal contraction and expansion. Optimum recommended 

be necessary.
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• 
• 

windows.
• 
• 
• 

a rug as a preventative measure. 


